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CHESTErV S. C., Jan. 22  At Purity Presbyterian Church, 
Chester, tomorrow, Sunday, at 11:15 a.m., a service of unusual 

orical significience will be conducted when the congrega- 
tion will observe the 100th anniversary of the dedication of 
the present church sanctuary.

This sanctuary was constructed
Yet another event of special ln-| 

terest will have a place in the" 
service. Two babies, both of them
eighth generation direct descend-

Iduring the year 1854 and was 
(dedicated January 21, 1855. In
those early years it was quite a 1 ants of John Walker who was one 
pretentious building for a town, of the original elders of Purity 
the size of Chester. In an edi-j wnen it was organized in 1787, 
trial concerning this church ap-lwill receive the sacrament of in- 
pearing in The Chester Standard, fant baptism. These babies are

mrsday, March 20, 1854, Samuel 
[Melton said, "This edifice will be 
[built of brick and be capable of 
[containing over 500 people 
|Tb« cost of the building when 
(completed is estimated at about 
|$5,000."

Purity Presbyterian Church was 
[organized in 1787 and there is his-

rical evidence which indicates 
I that the congregation had existed 
las early as 1770 under the name 
lot "Bull Run."

Three speakers have accepted 
[invitations to address the congre- 
Igition on January 23, the Rev. 
[Cheater Alexander, D.D., Dr. 
[Chilmers Davidson, and M. S 
(Lewis. All of these men have close 
laisodationa with Purity Church.

Dr. Alexander if a native of
[Chester.   ion of Purity Church, 
and a ion of the late Newton Pal 
mer Alexander who was a ruling 
elder of the Purity congregation. 
Dr. Alexander will address the 
congregation on his recollections 

I of Purity Church as a boy and 
(young man who later went into

ministry. ' ' j 
Dr. Chalmers Davidson is an- 

lother son of Purity Church whose 
relatives are still members of the 
local congregation. Since 1936 he 
has been professor of history and 

[director of the library at David- 
son College. Dr. Davidson will 

I give an historical sketch of Purity 
I Church.

THIRD SPEAKER 
The third speaker, M. S. Lewis. 

|is a long-time member of Purity 
Church. Mr. Lewis, a banker by 
profession, was elected a deacon 
in Purity Church July 30, 1899 
and was ordained an elder of 
Purity June 22, 1902; thus he has 
served as an officer of the same 

Ichurch for almost 56 years.
During the centennial observ 

lance special note will be taken 
of the fact that two other officers 
lot Purity have served their 
(church continuously for over .v 
[years. R. B. C a Id well and R. I. 
Douglas were ordained deacon 
October 30, 1904. Mr. Caldwel'* 
was ordained an elder November 

Jit, 1812, and Mr. Douglas was 
(ordained an elder March 23, 1919 
(Both of these men are still found 
[in their regular places &t the 
Idrurch each wetk.

DeWitt Talmadge Welhorn, III, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Wel- 
born Jr.; and Samuel Rogers 
Stone, son of Dr. apo? Mrs. Hal- 
stead McLure Stone. The water 
to be used in the baptismal serv 
ice was brought from the Holy 
Land some years ago by the J 
H. McLure, great grandfather of 
the Stone child.

Early in 1954 the interior of 
the 100-year-old sanctuary of 
Purity was redecorated, includ 
ing painting the walls, woodwork, 
refinishing the pews and laying 
a new carpet at a cost of almost 
$10,000. During the 1954 church 
year Purity Church contributed 
$63,444 to all causes, with $28.469 
of this going to various benevo 
lent causes outside the local 
church. During the three and a 
half year's ministry of the pres 
ent pastor, the Rev. Raleigh 
Moore Engle, 289 new members, 
have been added to the roll of! 
communicants.

Arrangements for the centen

PURITY CHURCH TO MARK 100TH BIRTHDAY

CHURCH TO 
OBSERVE CENTENNIAL SUNDAY

A service of unusual historical 
ifkance will be conducted at 

urity Presbyterian Church, Chea- 
r, on January 23, 1955 at 11:16 
m. when the congregation will 

bserve the one hundredth anni- 
dedication of the

nial celebration have been made
by a committee composed of the
Rev. Raleigh Moore Engle, minis-j ver8*ry
ter; James I. Hardin, R. E. Sims,'present church sanctuary. This
R. L. Douglas, J. Means McFad-jsanctuary was constructed during
den Mrs. R. E^ Abell, Mrs. Katcjthe year 1854 and was dedicated

and Mrs. Harper R. Woods.
years it was quite a pretentious 
building for a town the size of 
Chester. In an editorial concern- 
ins: this church appearing in "The 
Chester Standard", Thursday. 
March 20, 1854, Samuel Melton 
'Mid. "The edifice will be built of 
brick and be capable of contaiij- 
ing over five hundred people . . . 
The cost of the building when 
completed is estimated at about 
five thousand dollar*/'

Purity Presbyterian Church 
was organized in 1787 and there 
in historical evidence which indi 
cate* that the congregation had 
existed as early as 1770 under the 
name of "Boll Run".

Arrangements for the centeit- r, 
nial celebration have been mad*! 
by a committee composed of R«v, 
Raleigh M. Engle, minister, James 
I. Hardin, R. E. Sims, R. L. Doof* 
lai, J. Means McFadden, Mrs. ft. 
K Abell, Mrs- Kat« G. Daridaon, 
Mrs. J. H. McLure and Mrs. H*r-

I

i nree speakers
invitations to address the con 
frragvtion on January 23, Rev.
Chester Alexander, D. D.; Dr. 
ChaJmers Davidson; and M. S. 
Lewis. All of these men have-

ander was a deacon of Purity 
Church. After graduating from 
Un ion Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Vs., he was sent to 
Palestine and the Near East by the [J 
Near East Relief organization. 
Dr. Alexander has served pastor-, 
ates in Smithfield, Tarboro and 
Burlington, N. C., at present be 
ing pastor of the First Presbyter- { 
ian Church, Burlington. Dr. Alex 
ander will address the congrega 
tion on his recollections of Purity 
Church as a boy and young man 
who later went into the ministry.

Dr. Chalmers Davidson is a- 
nother son of Purity whose rela 
tives are still members of the lo 
cal congregation. After graduat 
ing from Chester High School he 
received his A. B. degree from 
Davidson College, his M. A. from, 
the Universities of Chicago and 
Harvard, and his Ph. D. from Har- ; 
vard. Since 1936 he has been pro 
fessor of history and director of 
the library at Davidson College. 
He served as a commissioned of 
ficer in the U. S. Navy during 
World War II. He is an author of 
note, some of his works being: 
"Major J. D. of Rural Hill", 
"Cloud over Catawba", "Friend 
of the People", and "Piedmont 
Partisan". Dr. Davidson will give 
an historical sketch of Purity 
Church.

The third speaker, M. S. Lewis, 
is a long-time member of Purity' 
Church. In the current issue ofi 
the Presbyterian Survey, official, 
publication of th<- Presbyterian i 
Church, U. S., there appears an) 
article on Mr. Lewis as an "Elder 
of Distinction". Mr. Lewis, a I 
banker by profession, was elected 
a deacon in Purity Church July! 
 10, 1$99, and was ordained an 
elder of Purity June 22, 1902; 
thus he has served as an officer of 
the same church for almost fifty-) 
six years. R. B. Caldwell, a fel 
low elder of Purity with whom Mr. 
Lewis alternated each quarter asj 
teacher of the Men's Bible Class 
says of Mr. Lewis: "He never dt-| 
live red a poor talk, and many of 
them were equal to the best ser-| 
inons I have ever heard . . . He is 
one of the best Christians I have 
ever been associated with." Mr. 
Ixiwis will speak to the congre 
gation on his recollections of) 
Purity as an officer of the church) 
for over fifty years.

During the centennial obser-l 
vanoe special note will be taken of] 
the fact that two other office]
i| Purity have served their chord I 
continuously for over fifty years. 

^ R. B. Caldwell and R. L Dm*las
.. , . « . * ""'Jwere ordained deacons October

ing elder of the Purity congre-; 30 \QQ4 Mr

PURITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
have acccplec Dr. Alexander HTa native of 

Chester, a son of Purity Church, 
and a son of the late Newton 
Palmar Alexander who was a rul-

close associations 
Ofaurch.

gat ion. A number of relatives are
Pority atll! members 

entering the
of Purity. Before 

seminary Dr. Alex-

30, 1904. Mr. Caldwell was or- 
dafn«d an elder November 10, 
1912, and Mr. Douglas warn or 
dained an elder March 23, 1919.
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5oth of theee ux>n are still foun.t 
their regular phiccs at Un 

church each week.
Yet another event of special in-' 

teraat will have a place in the ser 
vice. Two babies, both of them 
eighth generation direct descend 
ant* of John Walker who was one 
of the original elders of Purity 
when it was organized in 1787., 
will receive th* sacrament of in 
fant baptism. These babies a-e 
DeWitt T«lnru.1ge Welborn, I IT. 
con of Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt T. 
Welborn, Jr.; and Samuel Rogers i 
Ston«, son of Dr. and Mrs. Hal- 
et*d McLure Stone. The water to r 
<be used in the baptismal service 
was brought from the Holy Land 
some years ago by the laU? J. H. 
McLure, great-grandfather of thOj 
Stone child.

Early in 1&64 the ii.terior of 
the one hundred year old sanctu 
ary of Purity was redecorated, in 
cluding painting the walls and 
woodwork, refinishing the pews 
and laying a new carpet at a cost j 
of almost $10,000. During the L- 
1954 church year Purity Church \ 
contributed $63,444 to all cause.-*, 1 
witH $28,469 of this going to vari-j? 
ous benevolent causes outside of j v 
 the-local church. During the I 
three and a half year's ministry of 
the present pastor 289 new mem 
bers have been added to the roll 
of communicants.
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during the year 1854 and was

'! dedicated January 21, 1855. In
those early years it was quite a
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other son of Purity Church whose 
relatives are still members of the. . . , 

pretentious building for a town local congregation. Since 1936 he I' the size of Chester. In an edi- !)as b*en professor of history and 
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Organized in 1787 and there is his-;and was ordained an elder of
torical evidence which indicates 

ithat the congregation had existed 
'as early as 1770 under the name 
of "Bull Run

Purity June 22, 1902; thus he has 
served as an officer of the same 
church for almost 56 years. 

During the centennial observ
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invitations to address the congre-  * th^ fact *** two ^er officers 
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Dr. Alexander will address the Yet another event of special in-
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oung man who later went into service. Two babies, both of them 
eighth generation direct descend 
ants of John Walker who was one 
of the original elders of Purity 
when it was organized in 1787, 
will receive the sacrament of in 
fant baptism. These babies are 
DeWitt Talmadfie Welborn. Ill, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Wel 
born Jr ; and Samuel Rogers 
Stone, son of Dr. and Mrs. Hal- 
stead McLure Stone. The water 
to be used in the baptismal serv 
ice was brought from the Holy 
Land some years ago by the J. 
H. McLure, great grandfather of 
the Stone child.

Early in 1954 the interior of 
the 100-year-old sanctuary of 
Purity was redecorated, includ 
ing painting the walls, woodwork, 
refinishtng the pews and laying 
a new carpet at a cost of almost 
$10,000. During tha 1954 church 
year Purity Church contributed 
$63.444 to all causes, with $28,469 
of this going to various benevo 
lent causes outside the local 
church. During the three and a 
half year's ministry of the pres 
ent pastor, the Rev. Raleigh 
Moore Engle. 289 new members 
have been added to the roll of 

imunicants. 
rrangements for the centen-

.
ATTER*. Her. (t. A. 

TrenboJm on last Sunday morning, 
preached liis farewell aeruion as pas- 
tirof the Preabyt«riaD church at 
thifl place. In the courae of Li« re 
mark* he modestly reviewed liis 
'good work here, aiid alluded with 
jmuch feeling to bia relations with his 
congregation, moving many to tears. 
Mr. Trenholtn daring the eix years 
of hie mjniatry here baa proven him- 
aelf an able preacher and faithful 

/.pastor, aod outside of lib own church 
. there are uany wbo lore hinj, and 
" nro sorry to »ee him leave. The res 

olutions which we publish eUewbore 
juauifeatftbe regard in which he has 
Leeu held by his charge. Mr. Tren 

^ holcn has been culled to the pastor 
ate of tbe First Presbyterian Church 
of East Nashville. Teuneusee, ami will 
eave Chester about the 1st of May 

enter upon the uew field of his 
tttiea. --
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Cms -KK, S. 0., April 7, 1883. 
The committee appointed at the 

a-ioDalineei'iig last Sabbath, 
(o prepare a urauteespreesire of the 
feelings of tbo congregation on the 
Beverage* o! Ibo leader tio that ex 
isted between th* pastor, Kev. Geo.
A. Treiuholai, beg to respectfully 
repoit t>ie following as the seose of 
this church :

" We, tbe congregation of Purity 
church, have received with profound 
sorrow, the resignation of our pastor, 
Her. O. A. Trenbolm. We Lave ac 
cepted it with great reluctance, anil 
solely because Mr. Trenholm bo 
lieves that it is las duty to enter 
upon another field of labor. During 
the yean in which bo. has nerved us, 
he baa been faithful in all the duties 
of his sacred office. He has been 
earnest and zealous as a preacher, 
kind and sympathy og with the eor- 
rowful and afflicted. He bus Lot 
ahunoed to declare the \vho'e coun 
sel of God, &ud has beeu instant hi 
ueason and out of season. His labors 
have not bseu :n vain, and the Grand 
Head of tbe church baa bestowed 
upon UB evidences of love and favor. 
Our membership baa been enlarged, 
and we trust that our zeal and spir- 
ituality have beon increased.

"la ibis painful separation we de 
sire to express our unabated affec 
tion and regard for our beloved past 
tor, and we pray that tbe richest 
blessings of our Heavenly Father 
may accooipany bim and bin, in all 
bis future life. Oa motion, '

11 RwAvtl, Thnt the report of thin 
miuutc be adopted HS the so use of 
Ibis congregation, and tbata copy bo 
furnished to our pastov and a copy 
sent up to Preibytery.

"Jfrvrt/ivrf, That Ibis minute be 
publisfoed in the Anjor/cj- and in iho 
BULLETIN of thU town, and in the

eetiug.
WM. H.

AlojJerator Con 
J. L. HAIUUB, Clerk.
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