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All 5 Dunovant brothers from

jChester figured in the Civil War

In the early 1800s, Dr. John
Dunovant, a graduate of Philadel
phia Medical College and a planter,
was state senator from Chester
District. A striking man in appear
ance, Dunovant was also recog
nized as a man of high intelligence.
Dunovant married Margaret

Sloan Quay and reared five sons:
Alexander Quay, Robert Gill Mills,
Thomas Jefferson, William and
John Goore Dunovant. All were
planters. Two served in the War
with Mexico, two served in the
state legislature, two signed the
Ordinance of Secession and four
were officers in the Confederate
army, two of these holding the

of general, the highest-rank
ing Chester officers.

Alexander Quay Dunovant, the
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eldest and the only brother not to
serve in the Confederate army, was
one of the signers of the Ordinance
of Secession representing Chester
District. He also served as aide-de
camp of Gov. AG. McGrath during
the closing days of the war. He had
served in the legislature from 1850
to 1852. As soon as the war ended,
Alexander moved to Texas where

he died of malaria in 1869.
Robert Gill Mills Dunovant, like

his father, was a physician and also
served in the S.C. Senate. After his
graduation from medical school,
Robert moved to Texas but came
back to South Carolina when the
war with Mexico broke out. He
raised a company of Chester men
for the Palmetto Regiment and
wrote a book about their adven
tures, "The Palmetto Regiment,
South Carolina Volunteers,
1846-48."

Robert G.M. Dunovant did not
return to Texas. He married the
sister of Congressman Preston
Brooks and lived in Edgefield Dis
trict. He signed the Ordinance as a
representative of Edgefield. The
S.C. legislature elected him as ad

jutant and inspector general of
South Carolina, a post he held until
the Civil War, when he took over
the command of the S.C. State

Army. As such, he was at Fort
Moultrie, Sullivan's Island and
Port Royal at the time of the Union
invasion there. He and his garrison
narrowly escaped.

Robert G.M. resigned his com
mission in April 1862 and was later
elected to the S.C. General Assem
bly from Edgefield. He died in
Edgefield in 1898 and is buried
there.

Thomas Jefferson Dunovant,
planter, was a lieutenant in the
Confederate army.

William Dunovant was a briga
dier-general of the S.C. mOitia, but

he died before he could become
involved in the Civil War.

John Goore Dunovant was a
sergeant in Company B, Palmetto
Regiment, and one of those who
made the famous charge at Chap-
ultepec in the Mexican war. He
was seriously wounded in that
chaise. He stayed in service and
became a captain in the 10th Regi
ment of the U.S. Army. When the
Civil War broke out, he resigned
and joined the S.C. state militia as a
major. From that rank he worked
up to brigadier-general in the Con
federate army.

Like his brother Robert G.M.,
John was present at the bombard
ment of Fort Sumter, Sullivan's
Island and Fort Moultrie. John was

given command of the S.C. Fifth
Regiment in 1862 and served un
der Gen. Wade Hampton until he
was killed in battle near Peters
burg, Va., in 1864.

Two miles east of Chester on
S.C. 9 on the site of William Duno-
vant's plantation is the Dunovant
family cemeteiy where William
and his wife, his parents and the
brothers Thomas Jefferson and
John are buried beside their wives.
Brig. Gen. John Dunovant was
interred there in October 1864, the
last to be buried in the cemetery.
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