
Burr begged,
in vain, for help
while in Chester
. j-ci N .c= t<r ̂  5"

He was en route to

Virginia to stand trial
for treason charge

In 1938, the Mary Adair Chap
ter, DAR. placed an inscription
on a rough-hewn rock to com
memorate a most unusual event
in Chester's history. The inscrip
tion on the rock that sits on the
highest hill in downtown Ches
ter reads: "In 1806, Aaron Burr,
when passing through Chester, a
prisoner, dismounted on this
rock and appealed in vain to the
citizens for help."
The date 1806 is \\''rong. It was

March 1807 when Aaron Burr,

former vice president of the
United States, the youngest colo
nel of the Revolutionary War,
whose blue-blooded ancestors

included the first president of
Princeton, was marched into
town under arrest by the U.S.
Army and charged with high
treason.

This was the second blot on

Aaron Burr's othervi'ise satisfac

tory career. While vice presi
dent, Burr challenged and killed
Alexander Hamilton, former sec
retary of the Treasury, in a duel.
Dueling was legal in New Jersey,
but the act ruined any chances
that Burr might become Presi
dent Jefferson's successor.

Burr made a Southern tour to

Georgia, where dueling was
more acceptable and came up
the coast to visit his beloved

daughter, Theodosia Alston, and
her family at the Alston planta
tion (now Brookgreen Gardens,
located between Georgetown
and Charleston). He then re
turned to Washington and made
a farewell speech to the U.S. Sen
ate.
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Burr next got involved in spec
ulation in Western land. Spain
gave him a grant for 400,000
acres in Texas for $40,000 with
$5,000 dowa An estimated 500
followers were ready to join Burr
in what many thou^t was a pro
ject to establish , a new country.
President Jefferson had Burr ar
rested in Kentucky, but he was
ably defended by Henry Clay and
acquitted.
In February 1807, Burr was ar

rested in Mississippi Territory
and charged with treason. The
Army guards wished to avoid the
populous coastal areas and espe
cially the S.C. coast, where Burr
was popular, so they marched
him through the backv-'oods des
tined for Richmond, Va., to be
tried by the chief justice of the
Supreme Court, John Marshall.
On horseback, the group

reached the village of Chester-
ville. According to records, there
were two soldiers in front of
Burr, two behind him and one on
each side.
As they approached a tavern.

Burr flung himself from his
horse, mounted the rock and
shouted to the bystanders: "I'm
Aaron Burr, under military ar
rest, and claim the protection of
the civil authorities."

Officers forced Burr to re
mount and marched on. About
dark, the party got to John Lewis'
Tavern (the spot on S.C. 74 be
tween Chester and Rock Hill
now called Lewis Turnout). Offi
cer Perkins (we don't know his
fu-st name), in charge of Burr, lat
er said that at Lewis' tavern, he

found his famous prisoner, auu

the soldier leading his horse, in a
flood of tears. Presumably, Burr's
usual great self-assurance had
vanished with the cold-shoulder
treatment by the people of Ches-
terville. That night. Burr report
edly slept on a bench at the tav
ern.

The next day, the party moved
on to Richmond for the trial. His
son-in-law, Joseph Alston, and
daughter, Theodosia, were there
to see 51-year-old Burr tried on
the charge of conspiring to make
himself emperor of a large part of
the Louisiana Purchase land and
Texas.

Historians still debate whether
Burr, who was originally arrested
on a misdemeanor charge, not
treason, intended to create an

empire for himself or whether he
was mounting a filibustering ex
pedition against Spain.
The trial was a sensation. Po

litical passions created a stormy
setting. Jefferson was summoned
to testify but refused to do so.
The law required that there be
tu'o witnesses to the overt act of
treason, and Marshall construed
the law narrowly. Only one cred
itable witness was found. The

juiy found Burr "not guilty under
the indictment by evidence sub
mitted to us."

After the trial, Burr sailed for
England, but he returned to New
York in 1812 at the same time that
Joseph Alston was elected gover
nor of South Carolina. Theodo
sia Burr Alston sailed alone for
New York to see her father. She

never arrived. The ship was lost
at sea - either the victim of Cape
Hatteras' treacherous currents or

of pirates who were active in the
area off the Outer Banks at that

time.

Usually, the monuments
erected by the Daughters of the
American Revolution commem

orate the deeds of Revolutionary
War heroes.

And although Aaron Burr was
a genuine hero of the Revolution,
the Aaron Burr rock inscription
reminds us of one of the most in

teresting trials in American his
tory.
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