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Limestone Evolved From Academy
BY RONCHEPESIUK

AND LOUISE PETTUS

Limestone College in Gaffney is a
good example of a college that
evolved from one of the many
academies that dotted South

Carolina in the years before the Civil
War. While most of the academies

were for young men, Limestone was
established in 1845 as the Limestone

Springs Female High School.
The founders of the school were

Dr. Thomas Curtis and his son

William, both bom in England and
both Baptist ministers. Dr. Curtis,
an Oxford graduate, had been a
teacher in England and In France.
He was especially impressed with
the post-French Revolution reforms
in ^ucation. While in France he
picked up the idea that the education
of women is crucial to the proper
development of their children. He
was looking for a school setting that
would produce better educated
women.

Limestone Springs, the site of a
Revolutionary War battle, had long
been a resort for that segment of the
population which could afford to
travel and spend time seeking
therapy for their chronic illnesses.
The mineral waters were widely
advertised as useful in the treatment

of a variety of ailments. The climate
was temperate and the area was a
favored "watering place" for
politicians and low-country planters.
Dr. Curtis was able to locate a

four-story brick building that was
274 feet long and 40 feet wide with
numerous small buildings of all
descriptions around it. The
Limestone Springs Hotel, built at a
cost of $75,000 only 10 years before,
was bankrupt. Dr. Curtis was able to
strike a bargain with the state bank
and got the hotel property for only
$10,000. The original hotel building
remains the center of the college.
In spite of the Curtises' Baptist

ties, they advertised from the
beginning that the school was
nondenominational. They especially
cultivated the idea that the

curriculum was intended to cause

the girls to think, and not be allowed
to depend on rote memorization.
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The main courses offered at
Limestone Springs Female High
School were English, American
history, mathematics and
geography. This was a very modern
curriculum in the 1840s, when most
acad^jes were chiefly offering
courses in the classics, French, and
religion. Limestone Springs did offer
French and drawing but they were
electives and the students had to pay
extra for them.

Because roads into Gaffney were
so bad and winter travel almost
impossible, the school year ran from
mid-February to mid-December.
The end of the first semester came

in mid-July, the time of the year that
coincided with the largest number of
tourists.

Examination time was an ordeal

for the girls. A large number of
visiting dignitaries were always
invited in to hear the students recite

their examinations. Such

examination practices were com
mon in colleges until this century.
The gentlemen were said to have
been greatly impressed with the
girls' abilities and Limestone
Springs Female High School gained
the reputation as being a female
equivalent to Moses Waddel's
Willington Academy for boys.
A Swedish girl who attended the

school in the 1850s wrote her brother

that the school's rules were so strict

that she did not desire any of her
relatives to attend. She wrote: "Just

imagine, there are more than 60
young girls brought together here in
one place, but nothing is ever said
about having a dance or playing
games."
The Swedish student's view was

seconded by a young male professor
who attended an exhibition at

Limestone Springs and ob
served,". . . I was struck with the
stiffness which characterized them

all. If they had come to school to
learn to be stiff, they would have to
unlearn... and I believe this is true

of all country female schools."
The school closed during the Civil

War and in 1865 was purchased by
Peter Cooper as a technical college
for women. Later Cooper donated
the property to th Spartanburg
Baptist Association. Finally, in 1881,
a teacher, Harrison Petillo Griffith,
was able to revive the institution
which was since been known as
Limestone College.


