
THE DRAPER MANUSCRIPTS

During the Civil War many find collections of books, letters, diaries, deeds,
plantation records, etc., were lost forever. Some of these historical materials
were in the hands of literary societies; some were owned by private collectors.

When General Sherman burned Columbia, the Robert Gibbes collection of
rare Caroliniana went up in flames. Robert Y. Hayne reported that Sherman
personally ordered the destruction of William Gilmore Simms' fine collection.
Plantation houses in the path of the maurading army, like Simmses, if not burned,
were looted. There is more than one account of families helplessly watching as
their family papers were used to start fires.

Deeply mired in poverty and despair. Southerners made little progress in
reviving their pre-war interest in collecting and preserving non-official manuscript
materials. Northern publishers rejected Southern authors, probably because they
expected to make few sales in the prostrate South.

The secretary of the Wisconsin Historical Society, Lyman Copeland
Draper, was keenly aware of the situation in the South and concerned about the
fate of the historical collections. Draper (1815-1891) for years had collected
everything he could get his hands on if it related to his passion for frontier heroes
and tales of action.

Draper had collected 69 volumes of material on George Rogers Clark, of
the Lewis & Clark expedition, and 32 volumes on Daniel Boone, by the time he
turned to Thomas Sumter, South Carolina's "Gamecock" hero of the American
Revolution.

Draper's custom was to write descendants and anyone else who could
supply information on his heroes. Every letter received by Draper generated a
new set of questions from him. The questions were gentle but relentless. Draper
probed for every detail. He had hundreds of correspondents and "helpers" who
were devoted to him. One of his helpers was Daniel Green Stinson of Chester
County. Stinson had long been a courthouse figure and as a young man had
thrilled to the tales of old Revolutionary War veterans when they came to the
courthouse to collect their pension money.

Stinson personally recalled much and he had contacts that eventually
supplied Draper with an unbelievable amount of information on Sumter's recruits
in the upcountry, their origins, and experiences. Nothing was too trivial for
Draper. He encouraged tales about the Catawba Indians, including their customs
and anecdotes unrelated to the war. Invaluable sketches of old campgrounds and
battlefields sprinkled the letters that flowed to Draper. Joseph F. White of Fort Mill
and R. J. Hagins of Rock Hill furnished York and Lancaster County anecdotes
that are found in no other source.

In 1871 Draper traveled through the South for four months and garnered
many valuable materials. Because Draper kept precise travel diaries, we know
that while in South Carolina, he copied letters from Generals Thomas Sumter,




